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When Ohio-based rock band the Sun releases its first full-length
album next month, it will be available on DVD, online and on

« The Last Best Place? vinyl record. But not on the medium that's still the biggest seller in
« Music Releases Online, on  the music industry today: the compact disc.
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championed by the popular Apple Computer Inc. iTunes Web site
‘ o0 -- is picking up part of the slack: 139.4 million tracks were sold

online in 2004.

The digitization of music has created a shift in how tunes are
ATIO shared and consumed. Because it's faster to copy and transmit
O ANNUA! digital music, more people are copying and sharing tracks --
prompting copyright concerns from the entertainment industry. On
the other hand, the cheapness of Internet distribution allows many
no-names to release music that otherwise might never be seen or
heard outside a garage.
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0 The Sun's 14-song album, "Blame It on the Youth," will be
ploadDaid released Sept. 27 and will come with one disc option -- a DVD of
EER music videos that can be manipulated through a computer to
download the songs onto an MP3 player or burn them onto a CD.
Actually, there is a second disc, but it's made of vinyl -- a nod to a
burgeoning subculture that is reviving the old long-play format.

Having a new generation of listeners who may be building

RSS NEWS FEEDS libraries of songs by piggy-backing off their friends' collections

;—‘:}%e:’: doesn't bother Sam Brown, drummer and songwriter for the Sun,
What is RSS? | ALRSS which had a $50,000 budget to produce the videos for the album.

Eeeds "As more people find out about our band, more people will turn
out when we play," he said. And for smaller acts like his, live
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Members of the Sun, which is a garage pop band with a slightly
retro aura and a sound one critic called "slick and gritty," knew
that its demographic reflected its own persona: younger, digital

Manage Your Newsletters .
and alternative.

"I haven't bought a new CD in a very long time," Brown said.
Instead, he searches for vinyl versions, or rips songs to his iPod,
or gets music from friends, he said.

The five-member band produced its own videos, and the record
label was sold on the digital-video-only option, he said. "It is sort
of a leap of faith to the future," Brown said, but "it feels good to
be in the company of forward-thinking people."

Watts-Russell of Warner Bros. acknowledges that all-video and
all-Internet distribution changes the definition of the word
"album" -- a sequenced body of songs with heavy emphasis on the
all-important cover art.

"I think the gestalt of having an album has been changing on its
own, with or without this change," he said. "A few years from
now, this is going to be exceedingly common," Watts-Russell
said. "You can avoid the CD. It's on its way out. It's in no way out
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now, but the writing is on the wall."

Staff researcher Richard Drezen contributed to this report.

Print This Article E-Mail This Article Permission to Republish
© 2005 The Washington Post Company

Advertising Links What's this?

Save on All Your Calls with Vonage

When looking for local regional and long distance calling, use Vonage to make calls to all
50 states and Canada. Get voicemail, great international rates and more. Sign up today.
www.vonage.com

MyCashNow - $100 - $1,500 Overnight

Payday Loan Cash goes in your account overnight. Very low fees. Fast decisions. Direct
deposit is not required. No credit check. Confidential - secure.

www.mycashnow.com

Refinance Rates Hit Record Lows
Get $150,000 loan for $720 per month. Refinance while rates are low.
www.lowermybills.com

SEARCH: () News () Web @ powered by WRFIOO! SEARCH

NEWS | OPINION | SPORTS | ARTS & LIVING Discussions | Photos & Video | Entertainment Guide CLASSIFIEDS | JOBS | CARS | REAL ESTATE
washingtonpost.com: Contact Us | About Us | Work at washingtonpost.com | Advertise | Media Center | Site Index | Site Map

Archives | E-mail Newsletters | RSS Feeds | Wireless Access | Make Us Your Homepage | mywashingtonpost.com

The Washington Post: Subscribe | Subscriber Services | Advertise | Electronic Edition | Online Photo Store | The Washington Post Store

The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

© Copyright 1996-2005 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Rights and Permissions

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/08/25/AR2005082501999.html?nav=rss_business Page 3 of 3



