'Spider-Man 3" vanquishes bootleggers - Los Angeles Times - calendarlive.com 05/04/2007 06:33 AM

G e
=l !

Latimes.com | Entertainment News Submit Events | Advertise | Print Edition | Archives | Help

wwaradh oallsndar e

TRIAA SATURDAY, MAY 57H AT 10

E D E N Made possible by Warner Bros. Entertainment,

a proud supporter of KCET. > LEARN MORE

3 May 4, 2007 2| E-mail story ¥ Print 2! Most E-Mailed ADVERTISEMENT

[ ] H ] H
calendarve.com Opider-Man 3' vanquishes bootleggers
ART & MUSEUMS Sony Pictures' efforts to curb the availability of black market copies seem to have worked.
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"It's really important that there not be pirated copies before a movie opens," said John Malcolm, director of the Motion
Picture Assn. of America's worldwide anti-piracy operations. "Because if there is, there's something else out there
competing for the public's attention."
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Sony's anti-piracy efforts on "Spider-Man 3" had four main prongs. First, the studio confiscated camera phones and L/Lght
patrolled theaters showing early screenings of the film (in addition to Paris, guards escorted someone out of the Madrid Th :
premiere for illicitly taping the film). Second, the studio encouraged some theaters in Canada — where as much as 40% 'lth'eP'l,a/ZZa
of the world's camcorded bootlegs originate — to add guards to showings. Third, it patrolled file transfer websites where ”

pirated movies usually land. And finally, Sony refused to send single shipments of entire "Spider-Man 3" film prints to
theaters in a number of countries, instead breaking up the deliveries across several shipments.

"That way, no one has an entire print until opening day," Blake said.

The idea behind split-reel delivery is to make sure that pirates have no access to a complete film at any step in shipping
— including freight trucks and customs offices. Entire prints can be copied on a film scanner, or Telecine, yielding a
nearly pristine copy.

The countries targeted for split shipments included parts of Brazil, France, Romania and Britain. The list of trusted
countries was much shorter, with Finland, Switzerland and Belgium among them.

"You run the risk of really missing out," Blake said. "There's nothing worse in the distribution world than a miss-out —
where the print doesn't show up and you have to turn people away. But you have to balance that with going out at the
last possible minute." Ever since camcording inside a movie theater became a U.S. federal crime in 2005, pirates fled
north to Canada to record movies in theaters, the MPAA says, because Canadian piracy laws are much weaker.
Montreal has emerged as a main source for camcorded movies in North America.

Cineplex Entertainment is Canada's largest exhibitor and plans to run "Spider-Man 3" on as many as 500 of its 1,290
screens. At its Scotiabank Theatre in downtown Montreal, the sequel will play on six or seven of the multiplex's 12
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screens.

But moviegoers who showed up for midnight "Spider-Man 3" screenings Thursday were in for a wait: The theater, among WINNER!
numerous other Cineplex locations, planned to inspect the handbags and backpacks of every guest. Theater staff and SIX 2005
private security guards were also set to patrol auditoriums, looking for camcorders.
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"We are trying to make sure we don't leave any stone unturned," said Ellis Jacob, Cineplex's president, who will help
guide the searches. "But it's a hard one. People don't like it. They are coming to the movies to escape reality." MAY 1 1 3
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