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By ALEX VEIGA, AP Business Writer

Thu Dec 21, 12:44 PM ET

LOS ANGELES - Sony BMG Music Entertainment will pay $4.25 million as part of a
settlement with 39 states to resolve investigations into problems caused by music CDs
loaded with hidden anti-piracy software, state officials said Thursday.

Under the terms of the settlement,
which also applies to the District of
Columbia, the record company also
agreed to reimburse consumers
whose computers were damaged
while trying to uninstall the anti-
piracy software.

Customers will be able to file a claim
with Sony BMG to receive refunds of
up to $175.

Sony BMG also agreed not to
distribute any compact discs loaded
with copy-protection software that
hinders computer users from easily
locating it or removing it from their
PCs.

The office of Massachusetts Attorney General Tom Reilly took the lead in brokering the
multistate agreement. The settlement was expected to be filed later Thursday in Suffolk
County Superior Court in Boston, Reilly's office said.

The settlements cover CDs loaded with one of two types of copy-protection software —
known as MediaMax or XCP.

On Tuesday, Sony BMG reached separate settlement agreements with California and
Texas.

In a statement Thursday, Sony BMG said it was pleased to reach the agreements.

The settlements close out the states' probes into the matter. The company had
previously settled a class-action case over the episode.

Sony BMG is a joint venture of Sony Corp (NYSE:SNE - news). and Bertelsmann AG.

Sony BMG settles with 39 states

Internet Personal Tech. Communications Software Apple/Macintosh Linux/Open Source

Search:  All News  Search  Advanced

RELATED QUOTES

SNE 42.90 -0.10
^IXK 1052.23 -8.28
^DJUSS 502.25 -2.17

 Get Quotes
Delayed Data

Providers - Disclaimer

Add headlines to your
personalized My Yahoo! page
(About My Yahoo! and RSS)

Personal Technology News
 

Software News
 

» More News Feeds

ELSEWHERE ON THE WEB

CNN.COM
Study: Citizen robots will want
rights

ABC NEWS
Anti-Cancer 'Smart Bomb'
Homes in on Deadly Tumors

CNN.COM
Airline to allow cell phone
chatter on planes

Yahoo! My Yahoo! Mail      Make Y! your home page Web Search

Welcome, furdx
[Sign Out, My Account]

News Home - Help

Search:



12/21/2006 03:55 PMSony BMG settles with 39 states - Yahoo! News

Page 2 of 3http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20061221/ap_on_hi_te/sony_bmg_copy_protection_2

Email Story IM Story Printable View (What happened to the "Discuss" option?)

Technology News Most Viewed - Technology

Technology & Health Video

___

On the Net:

Sony BMG information on settlement: http://www.sonybmgcdtechsettlement.com

RECOMMEND THIS STORY

Yahoo! - My Yahoo! - Mail

Home U.S Business World Entertainment Sports Tech Politics Science Health Travel Most Popular Odd News Opinion

IN YAHOO! TECH

Gadget gift guide
Check out celebrity
wish lists, get advice
and more.

IN YAHOO! GAMES

Games as gifts
See the games that
will stuff stockings this
year.

MOST POPULAR

Popular Tech
Get the day's most
popular tech news.

EMPLOYMENT AT Y! NEWS

Yahoo! News is hiring
Have what it takes to join the
Yahoo! News engineering team?

Search:  All News  Search  Advanced

Copyright © 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. The information contained in the AP News report may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed without the prior written authority of The Associated Press. 

Copyright © 2006 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved.
Questions or Comments

Privacy Policy -Terms of Service - Copyright/IP Policy - Ad Feedback

Recommend It: Average (5 votes)
» Recommended Stories

Feds: 5th Samsung exec to plead guilty AP

Sony BMG settles with 39 states AP

Shuttle forecast: Desert landing?
USATODAY.com

Google's Blogger adds privacy options AP

Livedoor founder says he was targeted AP

Popular gadgets may make painful Christmas
presents Reuters

YouTube helps police find murder suspect
Reuters

Feds: 5th Samsung exec to plead guilty AP

Sony BMG settles with 39 states AP

Xbox Live challenge is to reach masses
Reuters

Holiday Digital Photo Tips ABC News - 1 hour, 13
minutes ago

High-tech Christmas trees CNN - Thu Dec 21,
11:10 AM ET

Christian game under fire CNN - Thu Dec 21,
9:39 AM ET

Shuttle Landing Site Depends on Weather AP
- Thu Dec 21, 5:54 AM ET

( What's this? )

BMG Music Club - 12 for 1 CDs
Get 12 CDs for the price of 1 at BMG Music Club. Select from 14,000 CDs. Affiliate.
www.musicwide.com
Bmg Music Service - 12 for 1 Cds
12 CDs for the Price of 1 at BMG Music Service. Risk free. affiliate.
eviljake.com
BMG: Deal or Scam?
Find Out the Truth About BMG Music Service.
www.musicservicereviews.com

Sponsored Links



12/21/2006 03:55 PMSony BMG settles with 39 states - Yahoo! News

Page 3 of 3http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20061221/ap_on_hi_te/sony_bmg_copy_protection_2


