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SANTA MONICA, Calif. (AP) — Two unsuspecting fraternity
boys want to make lawsuit against Borat over their drunken
appearance in the hit movie.

ON DEADLINE: Is Borat worth suing over?

The legal action filed Thursday on their behalf claims they
were duped into appearing in the spoof documentary Borat:

Inside Life
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Two South Carolina college students say they were
duped into appearing in Borat, in which they insult
women and minorities.

were duped into appearing in the spoof documentary Borat:
Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious
Nation of Kazakhstan, in which they made racist and sexist
comments on camera.

The young men "engaged in behavior that they otherwise
would not have engaged in," the lawsuit says.

Borat follows the adventures of comedian Sacha Baron
Cohen's Kazakh journalist character in a blend of fiction and
improvised comic encounters as he travels across the United
States and mocks Americans.

The plaintiffs were not named in the lawsuit "to protect
themselves from any additional and unnecessary
embarrassment." They were identified in the movie as
fraternity members from a South Carolina university, and
appeared drunk as they made insulting comments about
women and minorities to Cohen's character.

The lawsuit claims that in October 2005, a production crew
took the students to a bar to drink and "loosen up" before
participating in what they were told would be a documentary
to be shown outside of the United States.

"They were induced to agree to participate and were told the
name of the fraternity and the name of their school wouldn't
be used," said the plaintiffs' attorney, Olivier Taillieu. "They
were put into an RV and were made to believe they were
picking up Borat the hitchhiker."

After a bout of heavy drinking, the plaintiffs signed a release
form they were told "had something to do with reliability
issues with being in the RV," Taillieu said.

The film "made plaintiffs the object of ridicule, humiliation,
mental anguish and emotional and physical distress, loss of
reputation, goodwill and standing in the community," the
lawsuit said.

It names 20th Century Fox, a unit of News Corp., and three
production companies as defendants.

Studio spokesman Gregg Brilliant said the lawsuit "has no
merit."

The plaintiffs were seeking an injunction to stop the studio
from displaying their image and likeness, along with
unspecified monetary damages.

Borat debuted as the top movie last weekend with $26.5
million.

Copyright 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.
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