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By Bob Tourtellotte

Tue May 9, 12:54 AM ET

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - Warner Bros.'s video unit on Tuesday unveiled plans to sell
movies and television shows to BitTorrent Inc. for legal downloads from the Web site
that was once blamed for aiding the swapping of illegally copied films and programs.

The pact marks a big step for
Hollywood as it increasingly makes
digital files of movies and TV shows
available on the Web because until
last year, BitTorrent's software and
Web site were considered to be
aiding piracy of major studio films.

But in November, BitTorrent agreed
with the Motion Picture Association
of America, which represents
Hollywood's major studios, to help
stem illegal swapping of digital
movies and TV shows by removing
links to pirated copies.

Executives from Warner Bros. and
BitTorrent said the MPAA pact and new digital rights management (DRM) software from
BitTorrent were key elements in bringing the parties together.

"We've come to a point where you have sufficient consumer demand and we have the
technology that is now mature enough," said Jim Wuthrich, senior vice president,
Warner Bros. Home Entertainment.

Starting this summer, Warner Bros., a unit of No. 1 media company Time Warner Inc.,
will make more than 200 films including blockbusters such as "Harry Potter  and the
Goblet of Fire" and TV shows like "Babylon 5" available at BitTorrent.com.

The content will be available on the same day and date they are put on sale in retail
stores, but cannot be copied and burned onto a DVD. They must reside on a computer
drive.

BitTorrent will charge customers, and while final prices have not been set, the company
expects TV shows to be priced comparably to the current rate of $1 per episode on
other Web sites and movies to be around the price of a new DVD.
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"We have just been embraced by the largest movie studio that is owned by largest
media company," said Ashwin Navin, co-founder of BitTorrent. "We expect to see more
deals and to push the envelope" for getting people video on the Web.

He said the site was in talks with other studios for similar deals but did not name them.
Nor, did he say when BitTorrent expected to sign other agreements.

For years, the studios have been worried that offering digital movies online would lead
to illegal copies being traded and sold. Overall, the studios figure piracy costs them $6.1
billion in lost revenue.

But in recent months, the studios have begun to enter the nascent market for legal
digital downloads. Last month, they said they would make movies available for legal
downloads that users could own indefinitely. Until then, movies were available for
download to be stored for a brief time, then erased.

Consumers continue to want to download movies and burn copies on blank DVDs, but
executives in Hollywood believe that type of service is still months and perhaps even
years away.

RECOMMEND THIS STORY

play video games

ABC NEWS
Who's Counting: Sexonomics
-- Prostitutes' Incomes

USATODAY.COM
Newspaper sales dip, but
websites gain

IN YAHOO! NEWS

So much in love with shiny
new toys, it's unnatural.
» More from Gizmodo

NEW ON YAHOO!

Yahoo! Tech
Get reviews, help and
how-to advice for
personal electronics.

MOST POPULAR

Popular Tech
Get the day's most
popular tech news.
» All Most Popular

Recommend It: Average (2 votes)
» Recommended Stories

( What's this? )

SurfControl Outlook Spam Filter
SurfControl E-Mail Filter software and RiskFilter e-mail appliance: great spam
protection for the enterprise. Eliminate spam, block phishing, and ensure
confidentiality and legal compliance.
www.surfcontrol.com
Outlook Spam Filter for Nonprofit Orgs
Find anti-spam software from Mailshell available just for nonprofit organizations.
Desktop and server software available for fees as low as $1.50 per user license.
www.techsoup.org
Spam Filter for Outlook
Spam filter for Microsoft Outlook and Outlook Express. Join the more than one
million Spamfighters in 207 countries/areas that have a clean inbox. Free for private

Sponsored Links



05/09/2006 06:29 AMWarner Bros. to sell movies via BitTorrent - Yahoo! News

Page 3 of 3http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20060509/wr_nm/media_bittorrent_dc_3

Yahoo! - My Yahoo! - Mail

Home U.S Business World Entertainment Sports Tech Politics Science Health Travel Most Popular Odd News Opinion

Search:  All News & Blogs  Search  Advanced

Copyright © 2006 Reuters Limited. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of Reuters content is expressly prohibited without the prior written
consent of Reuters. Reuters shall not be liable for any errors or delays in the content, or for any actions taken in reliance thereon. 

Copyright © 2006 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved.
Questions or Comments

Privacy Policy -Terms of Service - Copyright/IP Policy - Ad Feedback

million Spamfighters in 207 countries/areas that have a clean inbox. Free for private
use.
www.spamfighter.com


