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By Ben Berkowitz

LAS VEGAS (Reuters) - As goes pornography, so goes technology. The
concept may seem odd, but history has proven the adult entertainment
industry to be one of the key drivers of any new technology in home
entertainment. Pornography customers have been some of the first to
buy home video machines, DVD players and subscribe to high-speed
Internet.

Related Quotes One of the next big issues in which
SNE 38.22 +0.34 pornographers could play a deciding role is
DJIA 10603.96 -18.92 the future of high-definition DVDs.

NASDAQ 2088.61 -1.39 _— _
S&P 500 1186.19 -1.70 The multi-billion-dollar industry releases

— ™ about 11,000 titles on DVD each year,
GetQuotes ' iving it tremendous power to sway the
Delayed Data battle between two groups of studios and
Providers - Disclaimer o chnology companies competing to set
standards for the next generation.

"It's sort of like the buzz around the campfire," said Peter Warren,
DVD editor at industry bible Adult Video News.

One side of the divide is a standard called Blu-ray backed by
consumer electronics heavyweights like Sony Corp (NYSE:SNE -
news) (news - web sites). (6758.T), Philips Electronics (PHG.AS) and
Thomson (TMS.PA) and movie studios Fox and Disney. Blu-ray offers
storage up to 50 gigabytes, enough for nine hours of high-definition
content.

On the other side of the fight is HD-DVD, which has much the same
structure as current DVDs and, backers say, is cheaper and easier to
manufacture as a result. Supporters of the disc format and its 30
gigabyte capacity include companies like NEC (6701.T), Toshiba Corp.
(6502.T) and Warner Home Video.

Adult film producers want the higher quality picture as well as extra
space for creative expression -- like giving viewers choice of camera
angles.
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Pornographers weighed in on the coming battle last week at the
industry's Adult Entertainment Expo, which ran parallel with the largest
U.S. technology fair, the Consumer Electronics Show, and had many

of the same technologies -- sometimes a generation ahead.

Sentiment about the format rivalry varies, depending largely on the

size of porn producer.

Smaller outfits seem to prefer HD-DVD for its lower cost, while larger
outfits tend toward Blu-ray for the capacity.

"We're kind of riding it out a little further to see where the trend goes,"
said Jackie Ramos, an executive in the DVD division at leading porn
producer Wicked Pictures. But if he had to choose, Ramos said, "Blu-
ray technology sounds pretty attractive."

Paul Hesky, chief operating officer of Multimedia Pictures Inc., one of
the smaller groups, disagreed.

"Most of the DVD manufacturers in my business do not want the Blu-
ray format because it requires new capital investment," he said,
adding, "I know for sure one format or the other will be out (on the
market) by this time next year."

Others say they want to see what consumers prefer.

Adult Video News's Warren said HD-DVD production would be a
"fraction of a fraction of the price" of Blu-ray, but that the latter format

could not be dismissed.

"Blu-ray is going to be very expensive for anyone to do but it is going

to be a player," he said.

Blu-ray supporters, however, argue that the increased cost of its

processes are negligible.

Hollywood has begun lining up on both sides of the battle as they

have watched the growth of DVDs slow. They will want a new

standard in place soon, to accelerate again.

Many are watching the porn industry to see what happens.

"That whole business has driven technology adoption of several
platforms,” said one major studio executive. "A better, more intense
experience is a good thing for porn."

(Additional reporting by Gina Keating in Los Angeles)

Story Tools
=] Email Story

7. Post/Read Msgs

£ Print Story

Ratings: Would you recommend this story?

Notatal 1 =2 =3 =4 =5 Highy

Avg Rating: 4.01, 23 votes

Prev. Story: Hybrid Consumer Gadgets Fuel Electronics

Revolution

* Browse All Technology
Programs

from Yahoo! Education



Next Story: Pluggedin: Tech Show Brings Gadgets Big and Small

More Technology - Top Stories Stories
- Waiting for a TV Technology to Inherit the Future

- Andrew Kantor: CyberSpeak - Walkie-talkies still fit in the dreams of little
boys

- eBay Launches Recycling Initiative
- Best of CES 2005 in Photos
- Carmakers show their green side at Detroit auto show

Sponsored Links

Internet Privacy Protection Software

Privacy Guardian guarantees your privacy by ensuring all traces of your
Internet and computer activities are permanently erased and
unrecoverable on your PC.

www.pctools.com

How to Protect Your Privacy

Learn how to quickly detect telephone taps, bugs and concealed video
cameras that may be hidden in your home and/or business. Also detect
GPS tracking devices installed on ...

WWW. Spy-city.com

SpyGuard - Protect Privacy

Want to protect your computer privacy? Use Spyguard 2.0 Detection
and Removal software, Evidence Shredder, Internet History and Cache
File Auto-Delete program. All for one ...

www.spyguard.com

( What's this? )

Copyright © 2004 Reuters Limited. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of Reuters content is expressly prohibited without the prior
written consent of Reuters. Reuters shall not be liable for any errors or delays in the content, or for any actions taken in reliance thereon.
Copyright © 2005 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved.

Questions or Comments
Privacy Policy -Terms of Service - Copyright Policy - Ad Feedback



